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University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE Office of News and Publications Missoula, MT 59812 (406) 24.3-2522
November 21, 1990
UM LAW STUDENTS FARE WELL IN REGIONAL COMPETITIONS 
MISSOULA —
University of Montana law students continued their law school's 
tradition of competitive excellence last weekend, scoring high in regional 
competitions to test the future attorneys' skills in negotiations and 
appellate advocacy.
A UM team came in first among 12 teams in regional negotiations 
competition at UM Nov. 17, and will advance to the nationals in Seattle 
this February. And among 16 teams in moot court (appellate advocacy) 
competition in Spokane Nov. 15 through 17, both UM teams progressed to the 
regional elimination rounds.
UM's triumphant negotiations team, Missoula residents Kerrilyn Whalen 
and Darel Graves, will be the third UM team in five years to advance to the 
nationals. Another UM team, Lori Harper of Butte and Rob Bell of Missoula, 
also competed at the regional level.
"Well over 95 percent of legal disputes are ended in negotiated 
settlements as opposed to courtroom settlements," UM law Professor Steve 
Bahls said, "so negotiation is one of the most important lawyer skills."
Bahls, a member of the American Bar Association committee that 
conducts the competition, attributed UM's success in student competitions 
to the law school's emphasis on building lawyer skills.
Negotiations coach Klaus Sitte, a Missoula attorney, said both UM 
teams performed well in the competition, which tests students' ability to
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represent clients in face-to-face negotiations with opposing counsel. 
Students are judged on style, effectiveness, strategy, teamwork and ethics, 
he said.
In moot court competition, one UM team missed a trip to the nationals 
by a hairbreadth margin, losing its semifinal match by .033 of a point.
That team, which placed third in regional competition, is: Tia Robbin of
Biqfork, Lance Lovell of Great Falls and Rob Tameler of Missoula.
The other UM team —  Mike Stephenson of Fairbanks, Alaska. Pat Myers 
of Billings and Brad Dantic of Laurel —  was defeated in the quarterfinal 
round by a similarly narrow margin of .06.
"They just did spectacularly," coach Sharon Snyder said of the UM 
teams, adding that the strong showing continues the UM law school's 
"phenomenal" record of success in moot court competition against much 
bigger law schools. UM teams have reached the national competition in 
eight of the previous 10 years.
In moot court, law students take sides in a simulated U.S. Supreme 
Court case, presenting written briefs and oral arguments. This year's 
case, concerning homeless airport panhandlers and involuntary AIDS testing, 
deals with the constitutional issues of freedom of speech and protection 
against unreasonable search and seizure, Snyder said.
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